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OMA: What is it?
O OOur Operator Monitori
used for auditing operg p

Gi fid thGives us confidence th
satisfactory

It helps to identify monIt helps to identify mon

Provides a clear drive

ng Assessment schem
rators self monitoringg

h t it i ihat monitoring is 

nitoring problemsnitoring problems

r for improvement



OMA: What it applie

Implemented for:Implemented for: 

EPR “industry”- air and

Water Utilities – dischaWater Utilities discha

Landfills – 2012?

es to

d water 

arges of effluentarges of effluent



OMA: When it is req
There is a valid permit

There are scheduled e

The emissions/dischar
requirementsrequirements

Monitoring data is repo

quired
t

emissions/dischargesg

rges have monitoring 

orted to the EA



OMA: How it works
We audit operators se
cycle using publishedcycle using published 

We have a consistent 

Operators can preparOperators can prepar

There are clear indica

s
lf monitoring on a 4 yea
guidance – so that:guidance so that:

approach

rere

tions for improvement



OMA: How it works
here are four sections i

OMA 1- Management,g
competence of person
OMA 2 Fit fOMA 2 – Fitness for pu
methods
OMA 3 – Maintenance

it i i tmonitoring equipment
OMA 4 – Quality assur

s
in OMA version 3:

 training and g
nnel

f it iurpose of monitoring 

e and calibration of 

rance of monitoring



OMA: How it works
ections di ided into eleections divided into ele
Fitness for purpose of mFitness for purpose of m

- Sampling facilities
Measurement techniq- Measurement techniq

- Use of relevant meth
- Certification of equipm
- Performance charact

s
ments e g OMA 2ments e.g. OMA 2 
monitoring methods”monitoring methods
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eristics of the method



OMA: How it works
Each element e.g. OM
facilities” is given a scofacilities  is given a sco
the OMA guidance.

A score of one is unacA score of one is unac

A score of three is acc

A score of five is exce

s
MA 2A – “Sampling 
ore of 1 to 5 usingore of 1 to 5 using 

cceptablecceptable

ceptable

llent



OMA : How it works
fThe basic structure of 

the same as version 2

it i ft iowever, it is often inapp
Compare overall scorep
Compare element sco
C diff t i dCompare different indu

he text is still as importa

s 
O 3OMA version 3 is still 

i t tpropriate to:
es for different versions
res

t iustries

ant as the scores!



OMA: Looking at thhe control room



OMA: What we cou
Wh t d thi di l hWhat does this display show
How does the process work
What does your job involve?
What does this emissions di
What are the typical emissio
What are the limits?What are the limits?
What happens if the emissio
C h l t kCan you show me last week
graph?
Wh i ll f thi itt dWhere is all of this written d
How would I know what to d

uld ask
?w?

k?
?
isplay mean?p y
ons?

ons get too high?
k’ / th’ i ik’s/month’s emissions on a 

?own?
do in this job?



OMA: Site inspectioon



OMA: What we cou
Wh t d thi i t t dWhat does this instrument d
How does it work?
What does your job involve?
Who does the maintenance/
When is maintenance/calibr
What H&S precautions are tWhat H&S precautions are t
What happens if the dischar
H d k h t t dHow do you know what to d
What happens if you are aw
Where does this pipe go?

uld ask
d ?do?

?
/calibration?
ration done?
taken?taken?
rge is poor?

i thi j b?o in this job?
way?



OMA: Site inspectioon



OMA: What we cou
Wh t h d?What happened?
How long has it been like th
What are the plans to resolv
Who is responsible?p
When were the EA informed
Has the permit been breachHas the permit been breach

uld ask

is?
ve the situation?

d?
hed?hed?



OMA: What happen
The OMA auditor will r
each element and writeach element and writ

These notes and the d
part of OMA It is not jpart of OMA. It is not j
boxes.

Th O t i iThe Operator is given 

ns at the audit
record notes against 
te a summaryte a summary

discussions are a key 
ust about tickingust about ticking 

f th ta copy of the report



OMA: What to do to
Undertake/update any risk a
Review your permit/sy p
OMA guidance NB: read in a
Complete your own OMA auComplete your own OMA au
Review previous OMA repor
Make sure training records a
Make sure monitoring reportMake sure monitoring report
Get the right people there
GET DOCUMENTS TOGETGET DOCUMENTS TOGET

o prepare
assessments

advance (mcerts.net)
uditudit
rts
are complete
ts are availablets are available

THER!!!!THER!!!!



OMA: Potential mo
Public register

Include as part of othep

Tie into regulatory clas

Emphasis on permit br

difications 

er site audits

ssification scheme

reaches



OMA: Version 4? 
Look at scoring mecha
Possible merging of soPossible merging of so

2b: measurement tec
relevant methods
4 diti f it4c: auditing of monit
compliance p

More emphasis on MC
Feedback from water O

anism
ome elements e gome elements e.g. 
chniques and 2c: use oq

i d 4d ditoring and 4d: audit 

CERTS
OMA audits



MA: Aiming for incr

crease training of OMAcrease training of OMA

crease mentoring

ore specialists?ore specialists?

A Monitoring Network

reased consistency

A auditorsA auditors



OMA and MCERTS

MCERTS and OMA arMCERTS and OMA ar
other

MCERTS i dMCERTS recognised 

A top score in OMA ca
MCERTS products/se

re integral to eachre integral to each 

th h t OMAthroughout OMA

an only be given if 
rvices are used



More information
www.mcerts.net
www.sira.co.uk/mcertswww.sira.co.uk/mcerts


